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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is response to the amendment filed 8/1 0/2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U-S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S. C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 1-5 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Irube et al. (US PAT. 6,377,818 hereinafter Irube) in view of Charlier (US PAT. 6,334,063 
hereinafter Charlier) and Harries (US PAT. 5,438,436), 
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Regarding claim 1, Irube discloses a video telephone apparatus as shown in figure 1 
comprising image pick-up means (4) for picking up an image of an object and generating a 
transmit picture signal according to the image of the object (col. 5 line 64 through col. 6 line 6), 
communication means (17) for transmitting and receiving the transmit picture signal and a 
receive picture signal (col 4 lines 33-51), display means (14) for displaying video information 
based on the receive picture signal received from the communication means (col. 4 lines 16-25). 
Irube differs from the claimed invention in not specifically teaching detecting means for 
detecting an orientation of the video telephone apparatus and rotating means for rotating the 
orientation of the image the received picture signal based on the detected orientation of the video 
telephone apparatus and independent of the orientation of a distant party video telephone 
apparatus. However, Charlier teaches an electronic device, i.e., a telephone apparatus, having a 
virtual image display, and a gravity switch (610, figure 6), read as detector means, for detecting 
the orientation of the electronic device (col. 3 lines 63-65) and a microprocessor (620, figure 6), 
read as rotating means, for rotating the orientation of an image based on the detected orientation 
of the electronic device, which is independent of the orientation of a distant party video 
telephone apparatus (col. 3 line 65 thiough col. 4 line 27 and col. 5 lines 45-59), in order to 
provide an auto-positioning virtual image display in which the image controls operate in relation 
to the changing orientation of the image. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Irube in having detecting 
means for detecting the orientation of the video telephone apparatus and rotating means for 
rotating the orientation of the image of the transmit picture signal and the receive picture signal 
based on the detected orientation of the video telephone apparatus and independent of the 
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orientation of a distant party video telephone apparatus, as per teaching of Charlier, in order to 
provide an auto-positioning virtual image display in which the image controls operate in relation 
to the changing orientation of the image, thereby makes user friendly. Furthermore, neither Irube 
nor Charlier teaches the rotating means for rotating the orientation of an image of the transmit 
picture signal based on the detected orientation. However, Harris teaches a microprocessor for 
rotating an orientation of an image based in a detected orientation prior transmission in order to 
re-orient the image in the proper and usual orientation before transmission (col 4 lines 21-26 and 
col 19 line 29 through col. 20 line 68). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the combination of Irube 
and Charlier in having teaches the rotating means for rotating the orientation of an image of the 
transmit picture signal based on the detected orientation, as per teaching of Harris, because it re- 
orients the image in the proper and usual orientation before transmission. 

Regarding claims 2-3, Irube discloses the detector means for detecting the orientation of 
the portable communication terminal apparatus having image pick-up direction detector means 
and display direction detector means for detecting the vertical direction of the display means 
(col. 22 lines 4-26). 

Regarding claims 4-5, Irube teaches to perform rotation processing on the transmit 
picture signal, as well as the receiving picture, based on the orientation of the portable 
communication tenninal apparatus (figures 24-25 and col. 22 line 43 through col.23 line 65). 

Regarding claim 12, the Hmitations of the claim are rejected as the same reasons set forth 
in claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 13, Charlier teaches to generate an image for displaying by rotating the 
orientation of an image (col. 5 lines 54-57). 

4. Claims 6-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Irube et al. 
(US PAT. 6,377,818 hereinafter Irube) in view of Charlier (US PAT. 6,334,063 hereinafter 
CharHer) and Harries (US PAT. 5,438,436) as applied in claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Lands et al (US PAT. 6,41 1,828 hereinafter Lands). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Irabe, Charlier and Harris differs from the claimed 
invention in not specifically teaching the portable communication terminal apparatus comprising 
a first receiver means for regenerating a receive audio signal received from the communication 
means, a second receiver means for regenerating the receive audio signal received from the 
communication means to a signal different from that of the first receiver means and a receiver 
selector means for switching between the first receiver means and the second receiver means 
based on the orientation of the portable communication terminal apparatus. However, Lands 
teaches a wireless terminal reproducing audio signals received from a caller in handset mode or 
speaker phone mode based on an indication of the orientation of the wireless terminal in order to 
improve quality of sounds (col. 4 line 17 through col. 5 line 29), so that it recognizes Lands in 
having a first receiver for regenerating received audio signals in the handset mode, a second 
receiver for regenerating received audio signals in the speaker phone mode, which is different 
from the handset mode, and means for switching between the first receiver and the second 
receiver based on the orientation of the wireless terminal. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
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combination of Irube, Charlier and Harris in having the first receiver means for regenerating a 
receive audio signal received from the communication means, the second receiver means for 
regenerating the receive audio signal received from the communication means to the signal 
different from that of the first receiver means and the receiver selector means for switching 
between the first receiver means and the second receiver means based on the orientation of the 
portable communication terminal apparatus, as per teaching of Lands, because it improves 
quality of sounds. 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Irube, Charlier and Haixis differs from the claimed 
invention in not specifically teaching the portable communication terminal apparatus comprising 
a first transmitter means for converting voice data into an electrical signal to generate a transmit 
audio signal, a second transmitter means for converting voice data into an electrical signal to 
generate a transmit audio signal, whose signal level differs from that of the first transmitter 
means and a transmitter selector means of switching between the first transmitter means and the 
second transmitter means based on the orientation of the portable communication terminal 
apparatus. However, Lands teaches a wireless terminal transmitting audio signals to a caller in 
handset mode or speaker phone mode based on an indication of the orientation of the wireless 
terminal in order to improve quality of sounds (col, 4 line 17 through col. 5 line 29), so that it 
recognizes Lands in having a first transmitter means for converting voice data into an electrical 
signal to generate a transmit audio signal, a second receiver for transmitter means for converting 
voice data into an electrical signal to generate a transmit audio signal, whose signal level differs 
from that of the first transmitter means and a transmitter selector means of switching between the 
first transmitter means and the second transmitter means based on the orientation of the portable 
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communication terminal apparatus. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the combination of Irube, 
Charlier and Harris in having the first transmitter means for converting voice data into an 
electrical signal to generate a transmit audio signal, the second transmitter means for converting 
voice data into an electrical signal to generate a transmit audio signal, whose signal level differs 
from that of the first transmitter means and a transmitter selector means of switching between the 
first transmitter means and the second transmitter means based on the orientation of the portable 
communication terminal apparatus, as per teaching of Lands, because it improves quality of 
sounds. 

Regarding claims 8-9, Irube discloses picked-up image receiver means for switching 
between different states based on the vertical direction of image pick-up means detected by 
image pick-up means detector means and a display receiver selector means for switching 
between different states based on the vertical direction or horizontal direction of the display 
means detected by display means detector means (col 22 line 44 through col. 23 line 65). 

Regarding claims 10-1 1, the limitations of the claims are rejected as the same reasons set 
forth in claims 8-9. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George Eng whose telephone number is 703-308-9555. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri 7:30 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis A. Kuntz can be reached on 703-305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct-uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





George Eng 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 



